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without the knowledge of the Marchese, and had informed the King
when her mistress was in need of money and did not wish to ask
for it. The Marchese had heard that everyone was talking about
his royal guest and that gossip was rife, and he reproached his
wife angrily. Mariannina poured out her troubles to Ludwig, who
tried to act as mediator. At the same time he reproached him-
self: 'I have occasionally been guilty of the same behaviour
towards the Queen, but I have acknowledged my fault and our
relations now are better than ever/ Ludwig took the opportunity
of giving advice to his own wife: 'Always tell me gently, but not
with tears, if I ever adopt an unsuitable tone towards you . . .
for I wish to have pleasure in my beautiful, sweet, delightful wife.
I have little pleasure in Munich apart from my wife and family,
and in the knowledge of duty accomplished.'1

The Queen was touched. She knew very well where her husband
was staying, but thought it possible she was wronging him and
that his feelings for the Marchcsa were but another of those
passing fancies of which she had already had so much experience,
Therese even went so far as to send Ludwig a lithographic print
of Stieler's picture of herself for his hostess who had asked for it.
'I am glad for your sake that you still have three weeks in which
to enjoy the refreshing country air. Your dear, affectionate,
intimate letter touched me to the depths of my heart. I want to
have your approbation. Your words will be engraved on my
heart.'2

In spite of his friendly reception, the King had the feeling that
Mariannina cared less for him than he did for her. Her husband's
attitude robbed her of her security. In her heart she felt that
her husband was right if the affair was no longer to his taste, and
though the King's love still flattered her vanity she became cooler
towards him. Ludwig became aware of the strain and reproached
Mariannina. Deeply hurt both in his feelings and in his vanity,
he was prepared to believe that all the protestations in her letters
and her advances were to the King alone and not to him as a
man, and he was particularly sensitive on this point. Mariannina
tried to disabuse his mind and wrote to him, although he was
living in the same house, saying she felt hurt at his doubt of her,
and she told him again: 1 feel deeply, even if the gift of expression
has been denied me.'3

1  Ludwig I to Therese, Colombella, 29th May, 1827.  Munich H.A.

2  Therese to Ludwig I, Munich, 3rd June, 1827.  Munich H.A.

3  Marchesa Florenzi to Ludwig I, 3rd June, 1827. Munich H.A.